
AJ WHITTENBERG PTA BOARD MEETING - FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 2025

Board members present:  
Jonathan Siau - President			Shannon Ellis - Treasurer
Cameron Brice - Principal			Sherlen Crawford- President Elect
Jeannine Cox - Secretary			Carolina McKie - Fundraising
Jessica Blake - Volunteers			Paige Westbrook - Hospitality
Mills Stover - Membership			
		
7:52 am call to order.  Jonathan Siau welcomed everyone and stressed keeping to the agenda for a timely meeting.

Principal Brice
· 2nd week of school has flown by and we are off to great start, we just had the house sorting
· Some 5th grade students have been selected to be a part of the Mayberry Park opening next week 
· The bridge has finally started construction and they are aiming for the end of Nov
· The city police have been assisting with traffic enforcement but there’s just not enough on patrol available.  We can ask the district, but even if we pay there’s just no officer availability. Mr B is researching a crossing guard.  
· It was suggested that we could add a safety section to the weekly newsletter and how do we get more people to open car door - request watchdogs and volunteers
· Mr B stated the city traffic signals are being updated so we should see a difference soon

Jonathan Siau - President
· Recent emails contained requests for approvals:
· The board approved using general board discretionary funds to buy a new large standing banner displaying PTA marketing signage
· A summer K5 playdate and popsicles event was approved
· Boosterthon Fun Run date will be changed to Sept. 2
· The vacant Volunteer Chair was offered to previous board member Jessica Blake who accepted and the board approved
· For the upcoming PTA membership meeting, please try to be in attendance. There will be a Boosterthon kickoff representative and we need our committee chairs to have signups and flyers. Be sure to actively recruit for a Room Parent Coordinator. Each board member can introduce themselves while everyone is eating pizza.
· For now, Paige has received teacher’s favorite sheets and will email out to room parents plus we will need to send communication out asking if a teacher wants a room parent. The teachers like fill-in type forms.
· Since we all get a lot of emails, our new goal is to have a monthly PTA update to put in the teacher box for sending home in student communicators.. While we are aware this uses more paper, we are hoping the paper will be seen better.  We are needing ways to communicate better.
· There will be President Perspective emails going out
· Re the playground update, Sherlen received good feedback and Principal Brice is working on shade coverage pending district approval. 
· There are 3 general membership meetings - first is pizza and popsicles on the playground, 2nd will most likely be bingo, and 3rd we are looking at a spring meeting alongside related arts night.

Paige Westbrook - Hospitality
· What does hospitality do? Paige provided a Hospitality Overview sharing events, dates and goals.  
· There is a lot going on behind the scenes with theming ideas - it would be helpful if we could borrow themed stuff vs buying
· A very popular item is showcasing our unsung heroes which celebrates all staff (w/out classrooms); a big item is teacher appreciation week, and likely moving away from little gifts
· We can’t purchase gift cards using PTA funds, but we can give donated gift cards
· Let’s find businesses that have vouchers to give out (for example, include vouchers in Valentine’s Day gifts etc
· Keep in mind if we just do staff, we don’t have to get that many vouchers (6-10 ct vs all teachers ct)
· We are going to utilize the people who checked off hospitality on the forms and recruit more help 

Shannon Ellis - Treasurer
· Is it possible we move Friday meetings closer to beginning of the month for reporting purposes 
· Hospitality funds were used for the teacher’s welcome back lunch
· National PTA grants program has released their grant application - will need help with all of our programs to write up a summary. The grant is $1,250. The grant is due Sept 24. These grants are great for new teachers starting programs or teachers hoping to start a new school club.
· We need financial audit volunteers and a new request is a monthly audit making sure the monthly financial report is reconciling to the closing statement
· We need 1 person
· Shannon attended treasure training from the district and based on surrounding discussions, we are in good shape!
· We need to renew our insurance this year which is about $350. RVNA is about $200 so Shannon is looking into this new coverage option
· The financial statement for the state is being updated 
· The new board needs to approve the budget for 2025-2026. Upon review, it was motioned and seconded as approved.

Brittany Blakely - Communications
· We have had good posts on social media. 
· Please use Brittany as the MAIN contact to deliver communications to Mr B. These communication requests should get to her by each Thursday so Mr B can get it in his newsletter.
· Working on a request format
· The approved budget and bylaws will be posted on website

Jessica Blake - Volunteers
· Putting together volunteer emails from forms sent home and will send communication and link to google form for forwarding to family members
· Need a list of school events for where we need volunteers
· Student volunteers -  how can we utilize them? Can we use student volunteers to help with putting together small hospitality items?
· add swap shop to vol list, will use last year’s list 

Carolina McKie - Fundraising
· Currently getting boosterthon details/info to teachers, and working w/Brittany on marketing
· Working with Kendlel to come up with spirit night dates and ideas, goal is every other month after boosterthon
· We need event sponsorship from businesses

Mills Stover - Membership
· Membership currently is 146
· We have posters with info/QR code for signing up for PTA memberships alongside the new banner
· Reminder to all board members you are required to sign up
· This year’s membership goal is 267
· We will walk the car line to advertising signing up 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Jeannine Cox



